
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Staff 

 
Head instructor 
Prof. Matteo Antonio Napolitano – matteoantonio.napolitano@unicusano.it 
 
Prerequisites 
There are no specific prerequisites for access to the course. 
 
Objectives 
The course in Contemporary Crime History aims to provide students with a basic 
knowledge of the events of the contemporary world (19th and 20th century), with 
specific insights into some of the main theoretical paths followed by Italian 
criminology. 
 
Competencies: 
The course will be divided into lectures dedicated to the examination of some of the 
most significant aspects relating to the events of the contemporary world, including 
e.g. the development of Italian criminology, the imperialist and colonialist outlook, 
the two world wars, the birth of political movements in the 20th century, the Cold 
War and the East/West contrast, the history of republican Italy. 
 
Syllabus 

Programme: 
Topic 1. A Forerunner of Italian Criminology between the 18th and 19th Centuries: 
Gian Domenico Romagnosi 
Topic 2. 1848 in Europe and the Unification of Italy 
Topic 3. From German Unification to 19th-Century Colonialism 
Topic 4. Power Politics and Late 19th-Century Italy 
Topic 5. Between the Great War and the Rise of Fascism 
Topic 6. From Weimar to the Second World War 
Topic 7. The Cold War 
Topic 8. From the 1960s to the 1990s 
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Topic 9. The Criminological Studies of Giulio Andrea Belloni 
Topic 10. Legal Positivism and Fascism: Insights into Enrico Ferri and Raffaele 
Garofalo 
 
Evaluation system and criteria 
Lectures of Contemporary Crime History are held in Italian (English only under 
request). Erasmus+ students may however take the oral examination in English. The 
examination programme, which involves the use of texts available in the university 
library, must be agreed directly with the Professor through a student reception 
(online or in person). Erasmus+ students are advised to make contact with the 
Professor by email before embarking on the study of the subject. 
 
Bibliography and resources 
 

1. Materials to consult: 
For students intending to take the exam in Italian, the reference materials are 
available in the respective course folders uploaded to the platform. All teaching 
materials have been prepared by Prof. Napolitano. 
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Macmillan 2010). 
Van Meurs W. et al. (eds.), The Unfinished history of European integration (AUP 
2018). 
Welsh J.M., The return of history. Conflict, migration, and geopolitics in the Twenty-
First century (Anansi 2016). 
Westad, O.A., The cold war. A world history (Allen Lane 2017). 
Williams A.J., Hadfield A., Rofe J.S., International history and international relations 
(Routledge 2012). 


