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Code:	GSPS-05/A		   					             Credits:  9
Subject: Sociology of Migration and intercultural relations
Main language of instruction:  Italian
Other language of instruction: English









Teaching Staff

Head instructor

Prof. Daria Forlenza - daria.forlenza@unicusano.it 

Prerequisites

While there are no mandatory prerequisites, students should have a solid understanding of the principles and concepts of sociology, along with a basic familiarity with cultural anthropology.


Objectives

The learning objectives of the course on the sociology of migration and intercultural relations are as follows:

1. To provide basic knowledge of the key concepts and models of the sociology of migration and intercultural relations.
2.The tools to analyse the social and cultural implications of migration flows and their impact on human relations are to be provided.
3. The ability to critically analyse the phenomenon of migration, deconstruct stereotypes and prejudices
4. To provide students with the practical tools needed to understand the levels of oppression associated with forced migration.
5. Gaining knowledge of legislation concerning migration.
6. Understand migration as a structural phenomenon.
7. Provide students with the most appropriate methodological tools for investigating migration.
8. Familiarise yourself with the Italian reception system, paying particular attention to asylum seekers and refugees.


Competencies:

The course provides students with the following skills, as outlined in the Dublin Descriptors:
Knowledge and understanding 
• The ability to apply knowledge and understanding. 
• Critical thinking 
Communication skills 
The course primarily focuses on developing the first two skills, with the aim of laying the foundations for developing the other three. 
By the end of the course, students will have acquired knowledge of the main topics in the sociology of migration, including current socio-cultural dynamics and processes of social interaction and integration in today's multicultural societies. Students will also learn how to analyse these topics. 
Application of knowledge
 Students will be able to apply sociological knowledge to analyse migration and ongoing socio-cultural transformations. 


Syllabus

Programme:

Topic 1: Globalisation and the phenomenon of migration
This topic defines the subject of study and its main characteristics in relation to theories of globalisation, from which different approaches to the study of migration arise. 
Topic 2: The subject of study and its characteristics
The macrosociological and microsociological approaches; the determinants of migration; and the relationship between the two approaches.
Topic 3: The Multi-Ethnic and Multicultural Society
The relationship between multi-ethnicity and foreigners in a complex society; policies for managing 'differences'.
Topic 4: The social construction of foreigners and integration processes
The social construction of foreigners between theory and social practice; the functions of social networks in the migration process; the construction of the integration process. 
Topic 5: The role of social workers in the reception system, migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, and the various reception options, from the SPRAR system to the SIPROIMI system.
Topic 6: Methodology and social research: the case study
Empirical social research and the construction of the case study. 
Topic 7: Media and Migration – The Ethnic Press
This module explores the relationship between the media, social representation, migrants, and stereotypes, as well as the important role played by national and ethnic media.
Topic 8: Intersectionality and a gender-based approach to migration
The intersectional approach to migration focusing on the increasing feminisation of seasonal agricultural workers.
Topic 9: Migration in Italy and Lazio: Macrosociological Perspectives and a Focus on Rome. This part looks at the work of social services in Rome and the presence of migrant communities in Lazio from a quantitative statistical perspective.

Evaluation system and criteria

The examination consists of a written test or an oral examination, both of which are designed to assess the student’s ability to analyse and apply the concepts learnt.
Specifically, the written test includes 30 multiple-choice questions to assess knowledge of the subject and the ability to apply it.
The oral examination consists of an interview to assess the student’s level of preparation. 
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